






ELISABETTA FRANCHI LOVES ANIMALS
(EF LOVES ANIMALS) 

«It’s true that things have been done on behalf of animals. 
If you abuse them, you go to prison now. 

But that’s not enough. 
I realised that the small amount of fame I had acquired 

should be used to their advantage».

Elisabetta Franchi has 
a passion that goes 
beyond fashion   a love 
for  animals.  
The fashion designer 
has always taken an             
active interest in animal 
rights as demonstrated 
by her support for many 
projects aimed at pro-
tecting animals, from the 
financing of innumerable 
charity programmes to 

her commitment to ethi-
cal, animal-free fashion              
collections. Last, but not 
least, she has become 
an extraordinary member 
of LAV, one of the most 
important animal rights       
associations in Italy. 
It has been a continual 
undertaking, but has re-
sulted in concrete actions 
that speak “for those who 
have no voice”.
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ELISABETTA FRANCHI AND LAV COME OUT AGAINST THE 
EXPLOITATION OF CIRCUS ANIMALS

Elisabetta Franchi with Simone Pavesi 
(Campaigner LAV)

A report from LAV notes that 
Italy continues to finance 
circuses with animal acts. 
Circuses that promote these 
anachronistic spectacles 
are in reality organisations 
that commit commercial       
exploitation and animal 
cruelty. LAV estimates that 
about 2,000 animals are     
detained in Italian circuses 
alone.



CIRCUSES AND CRUELTY: 
TRIALS AND CONVICTIONS

The number of convictions 
for animal cruelty received 
by circuses increases yearly 
despite the difficulties in 
conducting investigations 
and the long delays in the 
criminal justice system. The 
convictions handed down 
over the years are proof of 
how serious the situation is for 
animals kept in circuses, but 
the course is very long and 
circuses continue to operate 
in the meantime. 
Currently numerous investiga-
tions into animal cruelty, traf-
ficking of protected species 
and illegal detention are in 
progress across Italy.
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• the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and 
Activities to implement the Policy    
Directive G9.205 of the Senate that 
will void subsidies to circuses using 
animals by 2018; 

• the Ministers and Parliament to   
support the gradual relocation within 
two years, of animals detained 
in circuses to facilities that can 
guarantee the best care possible 
without their use for entertainment 
purposes.  

• in addition, to provide support to 
shelters that care for animals and 
to create new shelters that can 
maintain and rehabilitate animals no 
longer used by circuses. 

PUBLIC PETITION

WHAT LAV IS DOING EXOTIC AND WILD ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE
 OF SEMPRONIANO (GR)

Lav has promoted a petition entitled “Not one euro to circuses using 
animals” to raise awareness for the fight against animal abuse in 
circuses. The petition asks:



EXOTIC AND WILD ANIMAL RESCUE CENTRE
 OF SEMPRONIANO (GR)

The Exotic and Wild Animal Rescue 
Centre in Semproniano, Tuscany, 
performs activities for the rescue and 
rehabilitation of exotic animals and 
wildlife that have been impounded as a 
result of cruelty or unlawful detainment 
by circuses, individuals, zoological 
facilities without proper license, 
and the international trafficking of 
protected species or abandonment.  
As a main partner of the Centre, LAV 
intends to put its efforts into the care 
of exotic and wild animals rescued 
from conditions of exploitation and 
detention, to rehabilitate their physical 
and mental health, and where possible, 
see to the relocation of animals into 
centres of excellence, also outside 
Italy, that allow their reintroduction into 
a semi-free environment.



Alert to this dramatic situation and indignant 
at the silence on the part of Italian institutions, 

Elisabetta Franchi, as an extraordinary member, collaborates with LAV in 
the fight against public financing of circuses. She also calls for a collective 

boycott of circuses to save hundreds of defenceless animals. 

    Watching animals being humiliated is no fun! 
Boycott circuses and side with us to save hundreds of helpless animals. 



The Special T-shirts that will appear 
on the catwalks showing the Fall-
Winter 2016-2017 collection, with 
strong images and clear messages 
that make an unequivocal 
statement against this type of 
animal exploitation. 
«Circus is not fun for animals» is the 
appeal launched by the designer 
to raise awareness and expose the 
cruelty hidden behind a spectacle 
where violence and coercion are 
the order of the day. 
«I designed my Fall-winter 2016-
17 collection taking inspiration 
from the magic of the circus: a 
circus of acrobats, jugglers and 
ballerinas. This is the true allure of 
circus arts; it has nothing to do with 
abuse of animals violenty forced 
to perform actions and poses that 
are completely unnatural for them. 
Animal must live by following the 

rhythms and rules of nature», says 
Elisabetta Franchi.
The special T-shirts worn on the 
catwalk will be part of the Animal 
Free line that for the last few sea-
sons has included pieces made 
entirely without materials of ani-
mal origin.  It is an important unit of 
the collections designed with the 
purpose of contributing economi-
cally to charity projects overseen 
by LAV: for every item in the line 
purchased, a percentage will be 
donated to LAV. 
The day after the fashion show 
the two T-shirts presented on 
the catwalk will be available for 
purchase at the boutique on 
Via Manzoni in Milan and on the 
elisabettafranchi.com Digital 
Store. Customers are invited to join 
the cause of Elisabetta Franchi 
and LAV.





SUSTAINABILITY AND CHARITY



Continuing on the path of 
animal-free fashion, the brand 
promotes marketing policies 
that respect the rights of 
animals. Elisabetta Franchi’s 
trade policies include an 
ongoing collaboration with LAV 
to define design choices that 
are responsible, sustainable and 
can be executed in a concrete 
way. 
Elisabetta Franchi has officially 
become an extraordinary 
member of LAV, furthering her 
commitment to the protection 
of animals. Since she has always 
been involved in supporting 
projects in their defence, she 
has decided to donate a part 
of the proceeds from ‘animal-

friendly’ garments to the animal 
rights association that fights all 
forms of their exploitation. 
The Animal Free line includes 
clothing produced without the 
use of materials of animal origin: 
eco-friendly furs and feathers, 
dresses, tops and skirts in artificial 
leather, as well as handbags and 
small accessories. All products  
are created in the trademark 
chic of the Maison, but respect 
the animal kingdom. 
For every item in the line, one 
euro will be donated to LAV 
to support the most important 
projects promoted by the 
association.
All clothing will be identified 
with a special tag that bears 

LAV



“There is still much 
to do when it 

comes to teaching 
respect and love 

for animals. 
I hope my gesture is 
a small example.”

the logo LAV ANIMAL FREE 
and a phrase that marks the 
participation in the project.  
VV (FUR FREE, FEATHER 
FREE) Elisabetta Franchi has 
signed on with LAV’s Animal 
Free Fashion project and has 
obtained the second level 
(out of four) of the ethical 
rating system: eco-friendly 
furs and feathers, dresses, 
tops and skirts in artificial 
leather, as well as handbags 
and small accessories.”



Embracing the philosophy 
of ethical fashion, Elisabetta 
Franchi does not include 
clothes with animal fur in the 
collections. This commitment 
was sealed with the Fall-Winter 
2012-13 collection through    self-
certification of the FUR FREE 
PROGRAM in collaboration with 
LAV (Anti-Vivisection League).

FUR FREE PROGRAM

The programme was designed 
with the purpose of promoting 
marketing policies that respect 
the rights of animals, principally 
by eliminating all clothing 
containing animal fur. 
 
«My priority has always been 
the respect for the environment 
and animals, even at the cost 
of an important part of the 
turnover, especially in countries 
where fur is a status symbol. 
Today true luxury is making a 
choice to preserve our planet 
and its nature, and for this 
reason I have been advancing 
my project for alternative 
fashion for many years», states 
the designer.



Membership in this programme 
prompted the creation of an 
official campaign in favour 
of animal rights. This project 
was preceded by several 
other initiatives, such as the 
“Love Dogs” T-shirt sold to raise 
awareness for the protection 
of dogs and against their 
abandonment, proceeds of 
which were entirely donated 
to dog shelters across Italy, and 
the “Naked Truth” T-shirt that 
encourages people to love 
animals and refuse to wear furs.  

The Elisabetta Franchi brand is 
included in the list of virtuous 
designer labels published both 
on LAV’s information site www.
animalfree.info and on the 
portal www.furfreeretailer.com.



FEATHER FREE
In 2014, Elisabetta Franchi met 
with Simone Pavesi, who directs 
the LAV - Moda Animal Free 
programme and learned of the 
atrocities endured by animals 
whose feathers are plucked 
while still alive. 
Even though the production of 
nearly all the Fall-Winter 2014-
2015 collection was underway, 
Elisabetta Franchi managed to 
immediately eliminate the use 
of feathers and replace them 
with cruelty-free materials.
To this day no collection 
features the use of feathers 
of animal origin. Instead, 
innovative and experimental 
solutions are adopted, such as 
polyester fibre or wadding. 



ANGORA FREE
A further step that concretised 
the philosophy of an ethical, 
cruelty-free fashion was to 
ban angora wool from the 
collections. 
Contrary to common percep-
tion, angora fur is pulled from 
the animals using cruel tech-
niques that harm their dignity 
and cause atrocious suffering. 

Since 2014 Elisabetta Franchi 
has completely abolished the 
use of angora wool from the 
collections.



DOG HOSPITALITY

In a first for Italy, Elisabetta 
Franchi established the dog 
hospitality project, which 
allows her staff to take their 
four-legged friends to work 
with them. Doors are open to 
dogs in the 6000 sq m Bologna 
headquarters, where they are 
allowed to scamper about the 
offices and other areas. There 
is a large garden surrounding 
the building available to 
employees to play and share 
time with their dogs. The 
project is designed to combine 
the benefits of pet therapy 
with the advantages of a 
family-like, positive workplace 
environment. 



“I had a strong desire to launch this project, which was born out of 
experience. 

Personally speaking, I am never separated from my dogs. 
It seemed only natural to allow my employees to do the same thing”.



ENPA
The fashion designer’s vow 
to rescue abandoned 
and abused dogs has also 
materialised in projects in 
support of ENPA, Italy’s Animal 
Protection Association.
In 2012, Elisabetta Franchi 
took part in the charity 
event Fashion Day for 
Fashion Dogs result of the 
partnership between ENPA – 
Borgotaro division (Parma)–  
and the Archivio Mario 
Schifano (Rome) to support 
the Pet Therapy Kennel 
project devoted to the 
handicapped of the Centro 
Diurno Brunelli of Borgotaro 
and to collect funds for the 
heating system in facilities for 
older dogs.  



Elisabetta Franchi gave her backing 
to the Enpa-Vicenza division’s project            
“A nudo per Amore” by designing 
a special notebook, proceeds of 
which were donated entirely to the 
construction of a heating system in the 
dog shelters of Vicenza.



“PAWS GIVING A HELPING HAND”



“PAWS GIVING A HELPING HAND”
Elisabetta Franchi supports the 
Rome association “Paws giving a 
helping hand” that comes to the 
aid of abandoned and abused 
dogs or those who have been 
victims of road accidents.  
Last 13th November 2015 in Rome at 
the Palazzo Brancaccio, Elisabetta 
Franchi served as a sponsor of the 
charity event “Le zampette van 
di moda”, a benefit to collect 
funds on behalf of the Fondo 
Animali Vittime della Strada 
(Fund for Animal Victims of Road 
Accidents). During the event, 
the fashion designer received an 
important award ‘Zampette nel 
cuore’ from the Fund’s president 
Giada Bernardi, emphasising her 
pledge to support animal rights as 
well as her deeply felt commitment 
to ethical fashion.



ANIMAL ASIA FOUNDATION

After supporting the Animals 
Asia Foundation #ItsNoFestival 
in their effort to stop the Dog 
Meat Festival in China, Elisabetta 
Franchi gave her contribution 
to the non-profit’s project to 
free the Asian black bear, an 
animal exploited by the bear 
bile industry in Vietnam. The 
project aims to perform rescue 
of these animals shut into small 
cages and tortured in order to 
extract their bile, a substance 
used in Chinese traditional 
medicine. 
An immediate response to the 
appeal followed, materialising 
in the construction of climbing 
structures that enable the bears 
to recover their motor skills.





In 2015 Elisabetta Franchi, in 
collaboration with Megan Hess, 
launched a line dedicated to 
four-legged friends, destined to 
become a must-have for animal 
lovers. 
The line features a selection 
of products in tune with the 
sophisticated style of Elisabetta 
Franchi and decorated with the 
special illustrations of Megan 
Hess. The illustrator, who has 
collaborated with major luxury 
brands, decided to work with the 
designer on this project, creating 
romantic, charming illustrations 
that accompany the products. 
Glamorous graphics define 
the style of accessories where 
the pets are the true stars: 
collars, leashes, pet carriers, pet 
waste bags, dishes and dog 

coats, all designed to provide                       
four-legged friends the unique 
style of the Maison. 
Products are not limited to 
animals, however; fashionistas 
with an enthusiasm for games 
can choose Memory or playing 
cards, all designed in the 
reflection of EF style. And to 
furnish the home with a touch 
of chic, a soft pillow decorated 
with a refined portrait of 
Elisabetta, repeated also in the 
scarf, perfect for topping off the 
look. 
Proceeds from product sales will 
go entirely to the associations 
devoted to protecting animals. 
The dog friendly spirit of the 
designer comes alive in this 
capsule collection motivated 
by a boundless love for animals.

EF LOVES DOGS CAPSULE COLLECTION





LAC ANTI-HUNTING LEAGUE 
EF supports LAC, the Anti-
Hunting League (and League 
for the Defence of Wildlife and 
Conservation of the Environment). 
The League’s aim is to protect 
the biodiversity and the territory 
threatened by the practice of 
hunting in order to establish which 
type and how many species of 
animals are sacrificed and brutally 
killed in this hobby participated in 
by over 600,000 hunters in Italy. 
Hunters are currently authorised 
to kill a large number of animals 
at serious risk of extinction, such 
as the grey partridge, quail, 
Greek partridge, rock partridge, 
hare (native species) and tens of 
thousands of protected birds. 
Lastly, hunting pollutes and spoils 
the environment, taking into 

consideration the plastic shells 
and hundreds of kilos of lead 
deposited into ponds and lakes 
that affects the biological life 
cycle through poisoning. 



CRIMINAL LAWS

• Any person who kills by 
cruel means and/or without 
necessity an animal is 
punished with imprisonment 
from four months to two 
years. 

• Any person who by cruel 
means and/or without 
necessity abuses or tortures 
an animal is punished with 
imprisonment from 3 to 18 
months or a fine of Euro 
5,000 to Euro 30,000.

• Any person who organises 
or promotes events for 
purposes of entertainment 
involving the torture or 
abuse of animals is punished 
with imprisonment from 4 
months to 2 years or with 

a fine from Euro 3,000 to 
Euro 15,000 (it will be the 
Judge’s decision whether 
to impose prison sentence 
or a fine according to 
the circumstances and 
seriousness of the case); the 
punishments or penalties 
are increased by up to half 
if the events  involve illegal 
betting. 

• Any person who organises, 
promotes or directs 
animal fighting or animal 
competitions is punished 
with imprisonment from 1 to 
3 years and with a fine from 
Euro 50,000 to Euro 160,000.



• For dogs, registry with Anagrafe 
degli Animali d’Affezione 
(Municipal Pet Registry) by 
means of  vaccination and 
microchipping is mandatory. 
Within the time periods 
established by regional law, 
it is obligatory to notify the 
public Veterinary Service (or 
the Municipality according 
to region of residence) any 
change in pet ownership or 
owner address, theft, loss and 
death of the animal. Violation 
of these requirements carry an 
administrative fine.  

• For cats, microchipping and 
registration are optional unless 
the cat is to travel abroad or is 
sold or given away. Nevertheless, 
identification of the cat is very 
important because it facilitates 

ANIMALS ARE FAMILY MEMBERS 
their recovery in case they get 
lost. 

• Condominium rules may  not 
prohibit residents from owning 
or keeping pets. 

• Pets can generally enter public 
spaces (excluding cinemas, 
theatres and hospitals), as 
long as they are leashed and 
muzzled.  

• In catering establishments 
(bars, restaurants, hotels, etc.) 
Italian law stipulates that it is 
illegal to prohibit the access of 
animal without good reason; 
however many regional 
and provincial laws allow 
establishments to refuse entry 
of animals.  





«When you meet the gaze of your dog, 
can you say that he has no soul?».
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